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Ongoing breaches of EU daily limit values for particulates PM10 and for
nitrogen dioxide (NO2).

 am writing on behalf of Camden Council to bring to your attention our concern
around the likelihood of most of London, including Camden, failing to meet the
EU daily limit value for dangerous airborne particles (PM10) by 11 June 2011.

As you know, concentration of PM10 and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) are high across
much of inner London and in particular along some of Camden’'s busiest roads,
such as Euston Road, Finchley Road, Southampton Row, Kentish Town and
Kilburn High Roads. We can supply contemporary substantiating data that we
monitor and collect on request. You will see from the URL link appended* that
Camden residents rank fourth highest among London boroughs for concern that
"Pollution is something most in need of improvement"”.

Following the European Commission's rejection of the UK's application for a time
extension to comply with the limit values for PM10, these standards should be
met in full in the calendar year 2010, but we gather that the government may yet
wish to re-apply for a time extension on PM10, We also understand that the
government plans o apply for a time extension for nitrogen dioxide (NO2). Butin
both cases, action is needed now.



Whilst we are a leading borough in our efforts o reduce particulate
concentration, it would be of limited effectiveness for Camden to act alone, which
is why we are seeking to engage with DEFRA and others in respect of wider
measures we might jointly support. We are clearly cperating within the context of
the Greater London Authority and Transport for London’s work on this subject —
and eagerly await the Mayor's completed Air Quality Strategy ~ but we feel that
joined-up working with boroughs, regional bodies and DEFRA will be necessary
to establish a feasible solution. )

| understand that the government must show how 'conformity will be achieved
with the limit value [or PM10] before the new deadliine' {11 June 2011} if it is to be
permitied a time extension. In a related manner, if the government successfully
obtains a time extension to comply with the limit values for NO2 it will be
necessary to ensure annual mean levels of NOZ remain below 80 micrograms
per cubic metre instead of 40 mg/m3. | am advised by our experts that neither of

these standards is likely to be met, yet London will become the focus of the world
in 2012.

I would welcome a meeting with you and your officials in the near future, together
with representatives from the GLA. | would be accompanied by Camden officers
and my councillor colleagues Chris Knight (Executive Member for Environment)
and Paul Braithwaite, to discuss our concerns and how Camden might play a
constructive role with the achievement of the EU limit values. We have already
approached the GLA’s Mayoral Adviser on the Environment, {sabel Dedring, who
we believe will be supportive of such a meeting.

| ook forward to hearing from you.
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